SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th July 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M Pettitt, (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with one member of the public and one member of the press.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Sandhu, Scott and from Cllr White for late attendance.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F11/09)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Bartlett, Planning Application CB/09/01079/FULL as a near neighbour of the property.

(b) Personal interests
There were none.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F12/09)



Cllr Bartlett having previously declared a prejudicial interest left the Chamber on consideration of item CB/09/01079/FULL.

A letter of objection had been received with regard to CB/09/01079/FULL and this was read by the Clerk. 

(See list attached)
4. Minutes








(F13/09)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 1st June 2009 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 22nd June 2009, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F14/09)

(a) Capital Account

Bedford Road Recreation Ground


Railway sleepers (play area embankment) £2400.00

Work complete.

Resolved: That the situation be noted and that this item be deleted.


Playing Fields
Vertidraining of Sunderland Road and
£1,950.00


Bedford Road Playing Fields

To be undertaken in the Autumn.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.







Notice board in town centre


 £600.00

Resolved: That the situation be noted and that a report on possible sites for the board be taken to the next Council meeting.

Bunker storage at Depot


 £10,000.00 
Awaiting further input with regard to Depot.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Soil sifter





 £400.00
Not yet ordered.


Resolved: That the situation be noted and a further report on this item be requested.
(b) Interest on Capital Account
Stratford Road

Spray marker




 £520.00

Now received.
Resolved: That the situation be noted and that this item be deleted.


Limes Play area
Equipment and supplies for Groundstaff to 

£370.00

fix fence rails

Work completed.

Resolved: That the situation be noted and that this item be deleted.
(c) Special Revenue Items

Council Offices

Parish Plan





£1500.00
Ongoing item.




Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Sandy Enhancement Group

Special Project Grant



 £550.00
Ongoing item.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Grants
Annual Grant to Citizens Advice Bureau           £500.00
For disbursement in December 2009.


Resolved: That the situation be noted.
6. Financial Regulations of Council                              (F15/09)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved to recommend: (a)That with the exception of Paragraph 56(iv), the amounts listed in the Financial Regulations should remain at the same level as 2008/2009. 
(b) That Paragraph 56 (iv0 should be amended to read:

The placement of orders for normal routine or maintenance works incurred in the daily running of the Council up to the value of £400 shall be delegated to and controlled by the RFO.

7.  Action for Market Towns National Convention 2009  (F16/09)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Cllr M Pettitt be requested to attend the Convention on the Town Council’s behalf.
8. Review of Electoral Arrangements – Central Bedfordshire Council



(F17/09)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Cllrs N Aldis and M Pettitt be requested to attend the presentation on the Review of Electoral arrangements at Central Bedfordshire Council.
9. Baptist Chapel

(F18/09)
The Mayor re-capped the decision by Town Council to investigate the purchase of the Baptist Chapel and reminded Members that on 6th July the Baptist Church Council decided to take the buildings off the market.
Since then he has spoken to the Minister, Beth Powney who said that the church would like further talks about turning the chapel into a venue that could be used by the wider community.

Resolved: That four Members of Council, the Mayor and Cllrs Bartlett, Blaine and Pettitt should meet with representatives of the Baptist church in order to explore options with regard to the Chapel and report back to Members in due course.
10. Premises Sub-Committee


(F19/09)

Resolved: To defer consideration of these minutes until the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee so that the minutes of 9th June and a plan drawn up by Cllr Gale will also be available for consideration.
11. Press Release




(F20/09)

Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	25/6/09

58/09


	CB/09/01079/ FULL

Mr T Khan

137 Fenlake Road

Bedford

MK42 0HA
	Full application for change of use of ground floor from A2 to A5 hot food take away at 4 Park Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 6 Park Road, 1,2,3,4,5 Park Mews, Barclays Bank High Street, Post Office Sorting Office Market Square, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: Object.

a) Loss of amenity to near neighbours i.e noise, smell, etc.

b) Inadequate access for deliveries at rear.

c) Location is close to junction, congestion likely to be caused by delivery vehicles etc.

If approved it should be conditional on the owners cleaning the pavements of any associated litter, debris etc within a radius of 100m of the premises.
	F&GP

13/7/09

14/7/09
	

	29/6/09

59/09


	CB/09/01135/ FULL

AWJ Usher & Sons

C/o Mr S Richardson

Gamplan Associates

11 Rowan Gardens

Gamlingay

SG19 3LU
	Full application for demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and erection of four x 1-bed apartments with access to St Neots Road, at 140-142 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 London Road, 184a,186 and 188 St Neots Road, The Akbar restaurant, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

13/7/09

14/7/09
	


7
5

